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reasons, but by secondary causes, whose arrange-
ment for the purpose was in preparation by the
punitive hand of God for the space of one hun-
dred and twenty years. Yet Dr. Pye Smith, with
others, denies the universality of the deluge; con-
tending from his geological prepossessions that it
was local, and but of limited extent, occurring in
the country immediately surrounding the first
abode of Adam's race; and his objections are
substantially the same as those which infidels
long before him had advanced. But it is pass-
ing strange that he did not see the insuper-
able difficulties which begirt his hypothesis. He
says:

" If, in addition to the tremendous rain, tvesitppose an elevation
of the bed of the Persian and Indian seas, or a subsidence of the
inhabited land toward the south, we shall have sufficient causes,
in the hand of Almighty Justice, for submerging the district,
covering its hills, and destroying all living beings within its
limits, except those whom divine mercy preserved in the ark."

To this the infidel replies that he will not quar-
rel with any supposition, so long as the univer-
sality of the deluge is given up. In that case,
not only the inspiration but the truth of the Bible
must be given up also; only, he suggests a few
things that put their Reverences into a ridiculous
position, who adopt this theory to save themselves
from assuming the ground of open infidelity.
Thus, say they: If the deluge was circumscribed
within a particular district, comprising all the hu-
man race then existing, what was the necessity of
taking a hundred and twenty years to warn them
of a calamity which they might have escaped with-